
 
 

How to correctly measure for Scope Caps 
 
HOW TO DETERMINE WHAT CAPS TO ORDER: 
 Using a set of micrometers measure the ‘eye’ [OCULAR-rear of scope] and the objective [front of the scope]  where the cap will fit to. 
Using the chart below pick the cap that is closest to the number you determined. Micrometers in America utilize inch readings and a 
typical reading might be 1.550 which is an ‘11 EYE’ and fits many of Leupold’s hunting and tactical series scopes. This technique is 
useful for determining the proper caps for off brands or foreign models.  
 

 
 
A NOTE ON BUTLER CREEK SCOPE CAPS AND SOME CONCERNS: 
 IBA uses Butler Creek for several reasons.  
1] We’ve always used Butler Creek and their predecessors—SUPREME. [SUPREME was used on the Marines original M40’s in Viet 
Nam]. 
2] ‘Bikini’ style , sling shot models are made of a rubbery dirt collecting type material that can’t be good to have ANYWHERE near the 
lens of your multi-million dollar scope. 
3] Some types of ‘bikini’ type caps stay on by utilizing a ribbed section that sits inside the scope lens area and actually can touch, hence 
rub the lens which removes the coating that the makers are so proud of in their marketing literature—ie; the coatings do help in light 
transmission and reduced glare. 
4] Cleaning the lens with your shirt tail or a handy rag damages the coating by scratching or just plain rubbing a hole in the thin film 
coating whose thickness is measured in microns. In the past 40 years that we had held schools or taught students to use scoped rifles, 
we have seen examples of this and have determined in many cases how the coating was ruined. You will NOT  be pleased to hear that 
the coating part of your scope is NOT covered by any warranties from any of the companies.  Also, it isn’t feasible for a scope company 
to disassemble the scope,  re-coat the lens and put it back together. Lens damage is considered abuse—and you get to pay for that by 
using a scope that has a funny bright spot in the center or strange light refractions when the sun is just right. A ruined shot or a missed 
shot could be the result. Hunters and snipers alike-need neither one. 
5] Butler Creek caps are easy to pop up or fold down. Dusty conditions can sand blast your lens. When you are done 
shooting—SECURE THE LENS CAPS—discipline folks—discipline! I always enjoy asking how many hands a person 
might need to get his bikini caps back on the scope from any firing position. I’d venture to guess that it would be a 
challenge to get those stringy things affixed. 
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